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giving up party politics. Barlow replied that no party can
give up their principles, and quotes a letter which he says
was written by a distinguished member of Mr. Lincoln's
Cabinet last September, urging the organization of a con-
servative party on the basis of the Crittenden compromise.
This extract shocks Blair. He says it must have been
written by Seward. I incline to the same opinion, though
Usher crossed my mind, and I so remarked to Blair. Last
September U/s position was more equivocal than Seward 7s,
and he might have written such a letter without black
perfidy. Seward could not.

May 12, Thursday. Late last night, Mr. Byington, a
newspaper correspondent, called at my house. He left
General Grant's headquarters at 8 A.M. yesterday. Re-
ports hard fighting on Tuesday, but represents our troops
to have had the best of it. General Robinson, severely
wounded, arrived in Washington.

Secretary Chase sends me a letter that the Treasury is
unwilling to pay bills drawn abroad in coin, and wishes the
Department to buy coin and pay the bills independent of
the Treasury. In other words, the Treasury Department
declines to meet government obligations as heretofore. It
is incapable of discharging its fiscal duties, is no longer to
be a fiscal but a brokerage establishment for borrowing
money and issuing a baseless, fictitious paper currency.
These are the inglorious results of the schemes and specu-
lations of our financier, and the end is not yet. There will
be a general breakdown under this management.

May 13, Friday. The army news is interesting and as
well received as the great loss of life will permit. Hancock
has made a successful onset and captured Edward Johnson
and two other generals, with about fifty other officers and
four thousand prisoners, thirty pieces of cannon, etc.
General Sheridan, with his cavalry, has got in rear of Lee
and destroyed-about ten miles of railroad, captured two